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Trends in research on raising infant grandchildren: A review of studies conducted
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Abstract

This study aimed to both clarify trends in research on raising infant grandchildren through a literature review and to examine
future issues. We searched Ichushi-Web from the Japan Medical Abstracts Society and CiNii Articles using keywords such as
“raising grandchildren” and “grandparents” , and conducted a review of 24 cases in the literature that described raising infant
grandchildren. For the target literature, the year of publication, title, research purpose, research design, research subjects, and
results were listed, and the research trends were examined in 5-year increments. As a result of the literature review, research on
raising infant grandchildren was classified into three themes: the contents of grandparents raising grandchildren, the impact of
raising grandchildren on the health of grandparents, and support for grandparents raising grandchildren. In future research, it
will be necessary to analyze the effects of the grandparents' age and lifestyle, and consider methods of support, because it

became clear that grandparents of a wide range of ages are raising infant grandchildren.
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