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Abstract

Purpose: The Clinical Nursing Competence Self-Assessment Scale (CNCSS) was developed for the purpose of evaluating the
educational efforts that nursing universities have undertaken since 2005 to enhance the development of practical nursing skills
(E.g. in2012). We examined the validity of CNCSS, which consists of 13 competence items and measures the nursing practice
ability of nursing graduates.

Method: A total of 5,021 copies CNCSS were distributed nurses with one to five years of clinical experience after graduation
from nursing college, working in hospital facilities nationwide. The validity was determined whether the scores of the 13
competence items varied with factors related to nursing practice ability. The factors included years of experience, professional
growth opportunities, job satisfaction, intention to continue working, and a good workplace relationships. One-way analysis of
variance was used for score comparison. A p value <0.05 was considered a statistically significant difference.

Result: We received 1,498 replies (response rate 33.1%). The scores of 13 competence items of the CNCSS significantly varied
with factors related to nursing practice ability. In particular, the years of experience and the job satisfaction were p <0.001 for
all competency items, and easy-to-consult environment was p <0.01for all competency items.

Conclusion: In the present study, the scores of all competence items of the CNCSS reflected the nursing practice ability. We

believe that the CNCSS is a valid tool to measure nursing practice ability.
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